
Representation received from Historic England SouthWest 
 
 
Thank you for your Regulation 14 consultation on the Norton St Philip Neighbourhood Plan.  Our 
apologies for not responding before now. 
 
We have recently been consulted by Mendip District Council on the associated SEA Screening 
Opinion.  This was our first involvement with the preparation of the Plan and the pre-submission 
version formed the basis of that consultation.  Consequently we were able to form an up to date 
view of the issues of interest to us and these are identified in our response to the Council (see 
attached). 
 
In response to our advice the Council has referred us to the Plan's website and particularly the 
Character Assessment in the hope that this might provide sufficient evidence to substantiate the 
proposals contained in policies 1 and 2.  In reviewing the evidence base we also took account of 
the Conservation Area Appraisal. 
 
Unfortunately these documents, although useful as an identification of the existing character of 
the Plan area, do not provide a demonstration of how that evidence has been used to inform 
policies 1 and 2 sufficient to allow for conformity with the statutory provisions for the protection 
and enhancement of the historic environment as set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). 
 
We would therefore encourage your community to: 
 
1.Confirm or clarify whether the proposed settlement boundary in policy 1 aligns with the recent 
development referred to; 2.Provide evidence to demonstrate that the development of Bell Hill 
Garage and the Former Roman Catholic Church can be developed as proposed in policy 2 
without causing harm to designated heritage assets. 
 
We would be happy to receive further information to allow us to update our advice.  Guidance on 
Site Allocations, Setting, managing Heritage Significance, Strategic Environmental and 
Neighbourhood Planning, which might be useful in addressing the issues identified, is available 
on our website - 
 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-
allocations-in-local-plans/ 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/ 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa2-managing-significance-in-
decision-taking/ 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-
environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/ 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-the-
historic-environment/ 
 
Otherwise, we congratulate your community on the preparation of its Plan. 
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